Bard College Berlin

A LIBERAL ARTS UNIVERSITY

PS129 Understanding Politics

Seminar Leaders: Kai Koddenbrock, Gale Raj-Reichert, Boris Vormann

Course Times: Wednesdays 14:00-17:15 // Location: Lecture Hall and City Visits as announced below
Email: k.koddenbrock@berlin.bard.edu; g.rajreichert@berlin.bard.edu; b.vormann@berlin.bard.edu
Office Hours: by appointment

Course Description

Laying the foundation for the politics track in the Economics, Politics and Social Thought (EPST)
program, this class covers three aspects of what an academic engagement with politics presupposes.
First, it provides an introduction to key concepts (nation, democracy, power, federalism, institutions,
etc.), debates (e.g. state-market relations, subsidiarity, globalization, etc.), and traditions (e.g.(neo-
)liberalism, realism, Marxism, etc.) in political science. As such, the class facilitates a deeper
understanding of the role of political science as an academic discipline within the broader range of
social science traditions. Second, the course explores historical developments of the recent past,
providing students with an overview of actors and institutions at various scales within and beyond
nation-states as well as the evolution of the global political economy. Finally, the course introduces
students to foundational methodological tools and academic skills. In sum, students will gain
familiarity with central concepts, debates and theory traditions in political science and its subfields,
deepen their understanding of major developments, players and power relationships in recent global
political history, and develop foundational methodological skills.

Requirements

Required Textbooks
> Course Reader
> Richie, Alexandra. 1999. Faust’s Metropolis. A History of Berlin. London: Harper Collins.

Academic Integrity

Bard College Berlin maintains the highest standards of academic integrity and expects students to
adhere to these standards at all times. Instances in which students fail to meet the expected standards
of academic integrity will be dealt with under the Code of Student Conduct, Section 14.3 (Academic
Misconduct) in the Student Handbook.

Attendance and Participation requirements

Attendance at all classes is a crucial part of the education offered by Bard College Berlin. To account
for minor circumstances, one absence from this once-per-week course will not affect the participation
grade or require documentation. Beyond that, each further absence will lead to a subtraction of 5
percentage points from the overall participation grade. There is no option of remote participation and
electronic devices are not permitted in class. Absences cannot be substituted through extra work.
Accommodation letters need to be submitted in the first week of the term and cannot be used
retroactively.

Bard College Berlin does not offer credit for any course in which a student has missed more than 30%
of classes (more than four absences), regardless of the reasons for the absences. The full Bard College
Berlin attendance policy can be found in the Student Handbook, Section 2.8.

Policy on Late Submission of Papers

Written assignments (i.e., the four response papers and six logbook entries) that are up to 24 hours late
will be downgraded by 5 percentage points. For every additional 24 hours, five additional points will be
subtracted from the grade. Instructors will not accept essays that are more than 96 hours late.
Thereafter, the student will receive a failing grade for the assignment. Grades and comments will be
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returned to students in a timely fashion. Students are also entitled to make an appointment to discuss
essay assignments and feedback during instructors’ office hours.

Students receive mid- and end-of-semester grades for their seminar work. Students are entitled to
make an appointment with an instructor to discuss seminar participation, or may be asked to meet
with the instructor at any stage in the semester regarding class progress.

Assignments and Grade Breakdown

Oral
This seminar involves thoughtful and active participation, based on the readings and the
topics covered in the course, in class discussions and working groups. The classroom is a
protected space and you should feel free to voice your arguments and comments. Please do
not hesitate to address the seminar leaders if you feel that this is not the case.

Written

For all written requirements, please indicate your name, the number of the response
paper/log book entry, and the date of submission in the header of the document.
Please use Chicago citation and reference style for the bibliography and format your
texts in the following way: 1.5-spaced, 12 pt., Times New Roman.

e “Test” response paper

Students will submit one ungraded response (300 words), due on the second
session (September 13, 2023). Details will be discussed in our first session, and
student assistants will be there to help with any open questions.

Each student is required to write 4 graded response papers (600 words each) for the
sessions of weeks 4, 6, 8, and 10. Response papers need to be submitted per email
(as a Word-document) at 6pm on the night before the respective session.
> Response papers should include a short abstract of the primary texts’
main tenets, an analysis (not simply your personal reaction) that
embeds the reading in earlier class discussions, and the articulation of
one central synthetic question that engages the issues and debates
addressed in the reading as a starting point for broader discussion.

Please bring a small notebook with you during each visit to make notes on the following
questions. You must type up a log entry for each visit and submit it by email by the end of the
week of the respective visit (noon on Fridays). For each of the six visits, a student must write
ca. 400 words and address the following questions:

1. Write about and describe 3 observations you made during the visit, which are
relevant and relate to the readings and class discussions. This can be a visual
observation, a response or comment made by someone, a question you
asked, something you read during the visit, etc.

2. What was something new you learned during the visit as it relates to class
discussions and/or the readings. How does this relate to politics and some of
the central concepts of political science?

3. Whatis a question or topic you would like to know more about after this visit
(as it pertains to what we are learning in this class)?
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Schedule
Highlighted sessions will be held jointly in the Lecture Hall

Week Seminar Topic Requirements

Submit 300-
word test
response

paper!

3 CITY VISIT: National Formation and Urbanization Logbook entry
Meet at Humboldtforum due on Friday
Sept 20 Readings atnoon

m  Richie, Faust’s Metropolis (1999), chs. | “History, Myth, and the
Birth of Berlin”, Il “The Capital of Absolutism” &Il “The
Emergent Giant”
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Response paper
1due

5 CITY VISIT: Unification and Industrialization Logbook entry
Meet at Technikmuseum due on Friday

Oct4 ) atnoon
Readings

m Richie, Faust’s Metropolis (1999), Il “The Emerging Giant”, IV
“From Revolution to Realpolitik”, V “The Rise of Red Berlin”

Response paper
2 due

7 CITY VISIT: Nazi Berlin Logbook entry
Readings: due on Friday
Oct18 atnoon

m Richie, Faust’s Metropolis (1999), chs. VI “Imperial Berlin” & VI
“The Road to the First World War”

m  Neumann, Frantz Behemoth. The structure and practice of
National Socialism 1933-1944 (1966), chapter 6, The Theory of
Racial imperialism (in the reader)

“**Fall Break™™*
Mon, Oct. 23, - Sun, Oct. 29, 2023
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Response paper
3due

Logbook entry
due on Friday
atnoon

Response paper
4 due

11 CITY VISIT: Siemens Stadt Logbook entry

m  Richie, Faust’s Metropolis (1999), chs. XVI “East Berlin” &xvii  due on Friday
“The Walled City - West Berlin” atnoon

m  https://www.siemens.com/global/en/company/about/history/
specials/siemensstadt.html

Nov 22
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13 CITY VISIT Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action Logbook entry
due on Friday

m Richie, Faust’s Metropolis (1999), ch. XVIIl “The New Capital”
at noon

Dec 6




